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SUBJECTS VIEWS OF AFGHAN A.M3 POPAL ON CCUP D'ETAT 

U CHARGE, ACCOMPANIED hi POLCFF (VOLFE) f SPENT OVER 
Aw HOUR WITH AFGHAN A, v 6 POPAL AT HIS RESIDENCE, SY 
APPOINTMENT, 

2. POPAL DERIDED TALK HE HAD HEARD THAT PRINCE DAUD 

IS A COMMUMST. HE NARRATED FAMILIAL STORY THAT BAUD'S 
INABILITY WHEN Kl WAS PRIMS TO OBTAIN WEAPONS FROM USA 
HAD TURNED HIM TOVTRD SOVIET UNION. HE VENT ON TO SAY 
DAL'D IS NEITHEFrKIGHTIST OK LEFTIST, BUT INTIMATED HE 
COULD BE EXPECTED TURN TOWARD LEFT IH SENSE OF PLACING 
MORE EMPHASIS OK SOCIfcj^ VSLFfffc . HE SAID DAUD WOULD £££7 
WITH OPPOSITION 5Y LANDLORDS/BIG BU SIKLSSME a, CORRU PT 
INTERESTS, AfiD MULLAHS. -~ u f " " 

3. LIKEWISE, POPAL RIDICULED HUMORS THAT NEW AFGHAN 
GOV'T WOULD STIR UP TROUBLE Iti WVFP ON PUSHTUitlSTAN 
ISSUE, OBSERVING THAT FOR ONE THING N£V GOVT WOULD HAVE 
ITS HAMDS FULL WITH OTHER MORE PRESSING MATTERS. HE 
SAID IF AFGHAN GOVT RESORTED TC ACTIVIST MEASURES ON 
THIS ISSUE, SOVIET TROOPS MIGHT EVENTUALLY HAVE TC 3E 
BROUGHT lit TC ASSIST AFGHANS, AND HE ASKED RHETORICALLY 
GTE HOW THEN WOULD WE GET THE SOVIET TROOPS OUT? USQTE 
HE SAID MEW AFGHAN GOVT WOULD HOT BE SO STUPID AS TO 
BRING ABOUT THAT KIND OF SITUATION. --*#!,$- 

A. POPAL PREDICTED THAT DAUD WOULD EVENTUALLY ItfTROD 
TWO-PART*. POLITJCAL.SYSTES 1H AZGXMIST AH. 



UCEi 



5* Hfc.%&cSl.-AfED-'j*lA}. KlN5 STAJftfl' WfiUlD PUT UP PHILOSOPHICALLY 
WITH TURN OF EVENTS, AwD* SlV^LV'SttlC TC HAVE NEW GOVT HE- 



LEASE HIS FAMILY TO JPT N Hltf AH-LOAfr. 
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TA COGENT? POPAL HAS BEEN MUCH SOUGHT AFTERIN DI PL OKA- 
TIC CIRCLES HEPS DURING RECENT DAYS FO» 06VI0US REASONS. 
HE KADE HIS FIRST PU3LIC APPEARANCE AFTER COUP D'ETAT AT 
SLXGIUM NATIONAL AY RECEPTION JULY 21. IT IS WIDELY 
KiMOWN THAT HE WAS y.INED DURING EARLIER DA'JD GOVT AND THAT 
A30UT 1963 HE VAS ACTING PRIKIrt FOR TI*E. ALTHOUGH SUITE 
WELL PLACED IN AFGHAN SOCIETY, HL HAS PHOBAcLY NEVER 
REALLY BEE* IN TOP ECHELON AIJD WAS UrlDOUdTEDLY FRA;JK 
Aft'D SINCERE IN' TELLIUG US THAT HE P.EGAHDS HIKSELF AS 
COLLEAGUE RATHER THAS FRIErfD OF PRI SCE DA'JD. HE OnLY 
SPECULATED GENERALLY OR AVOIDED SPECULATION' IN RESPONSE 
TO ftUM3LK OF QUESTIONS ABOUT RECENT EVENTS AND THiih 
ANTECEDENTS. 
DECONTROL JUNE 33 f 1974 
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